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Major General Lewis Mackenzie is an Honorary Member of The CAV 

joining in 2005 and the founder of the Old Guard Award given to 

individuals who have proven themselves to be strong followers of the 

CAV Base Principles and Philosophy and have proven their dedication 

and recognized by the National or Formation Executives on noteworthy 

accomplishments while reflecting excellent standing within the CAV.  

Major-General Lewis Mackenzie was born April 30, 1940, in Truro, Nova 

Scotia and raised in nearby Princeport. He is a graduate of Xavier Junior 

College, Sydney, Cape Breton and the University of Manitoba. He is a 

retired general, author and media commentator. General MacKenzie is 

famous for establishing and commanding Sector Sarajevo’s part of the 

United Nations Protection Force UNPROFOR in Yugoslavia in 1992. As 

a result, he became the only Canadian, military or civilian, to be awarded 

a second Meritorious Service Cross. After his many years of service, 

General MacKenzie retired from the Canadian Forces in 1993. His 

personal account of his military experiences are written in a book he 

wrote, “Peacekeeper, Road to Sarajevo”. As well, MacKenzie wrote his 

second book, “Soldiers Made Me Look Good”. Since retirement, 

MacKenzie is a regular commentator and in demand as a lecturer in 

leadership. Major-General MacKenzie continues his role as a leader and 

a positive influence for the Canadian Youth. 

 


