General (Ret) Rick Hillier
Honorary Rider-In-Chief for Veterans

General (Red) Rick Hillier joined the CAV in 2013 as an Honorary
Member. He is the Rider-in-Chief for Veterans setting the example
for all CAV Veteran’s to emulate. General Hillier goes by the Road
Name “The Big COD” in the CAV.

General (Ret) Rick Hillier is a highly decorated Canadian military
leader who served as the Chief of the Defence Staff, the highest-
ranking officer in the Canadian Forces, from 2005 until his
retirement in 2008. Known for his outspoken leadership and
straight-talking style, he oversaw Canada's critical mission in
Afghanistan.

. Military Rise: Born in Campbellton, Newfoundland in 1955,
he joined the Canadian military in 1973. He quickly moved
through the ranks, commanding troops from platoon to
multinational formation.

. International & Domestic Commands: He served as the
commander of NATQO's Stabilization Force's Multinational
Division in Bosnia and was the commander of the NATO-led
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Domestically, he led the military's response to
the 1997 Red River floods and the 1998 Quebec ice storm.

. Chief of the Defence Staff (CDS): Appointed CDS in
February 2005, he was an outspoken champion of the
Canadian military, campaigning heavily for Dbetter
equipment—including transport planes, armoured trucks, and
unmanned drones.

. Post-Retirement: Upon leaving the military in 2008, he
served as the Chancellor of Memorial University of
Newfoundland (2008-2012), and authored books on military
life and leadership, such as A Soldier First. He remains a
sought-after speaker via the National Speakers Bureau.



https://www.nsb.com/speakers/rick-hillier/

